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SUBJECT: SET RETURNS TO WORK BUT THREATENS TO RESIGN 
REF: QUITO 6185 

1. THE SUPREME ELECTORAL TRIBUNAL (SET) RETURNED TO BALLOT 
COUNTING THE EVENING OP SEPTEMBER 6. AT THE START OP THE 
SESSION SET PRESIDENT BAQUERO DE LA CALI.E ISSUED A STRONG 
WARNING TO POLITICAL PARTIES TO COOPERATE WITH THE TRIBUNAL, 
COUPLED WITH A THREAT THAT THE SET WOULD RESIGN EN MASSE 
SHOULD "UNWARRANTED" ATTACKS ON ITS PERPORMANCE AND THE 
HONOR OP ITS MEMBERS NOT END. BAQUERO REGRETTED THE NECESSITY 
OP CNANCELING THE SEPTEMBER 5 SESSION BUT BLAMED THE PROBLEM 
ON THE PARTIES. HE NOTED THAT SPOKESMEN POR ALL MAJOR 
CANDIDATES HAD BEEN ALLOWED TO SPEAK, INCLUDING TWO SPOKESMEN 
POR JAIME ROLDOS COALITION. HE SAID HE REFUSED TO LET ANOTHER 
ROLDOS RESPRESENTATIVE SPEAK BECAUSE THE SET WOULD NEVER 
HAVE BEEN ABLE TO GET DOWN TO BUSINESS. HE REMARKED THAT 

IT IS UNDERSTADABLE THAT POLITICIANS, DEPRIVED OF PUBLIC 
PLATFORMS FOR SO MANY YEARS, PEEL CONSTRAINED TO 
DECLAIM AT LENGTH, BUT SAID HE COULD NOT LET THE SET'S 
WORK SUPPER AS A RESULT. 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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2. POPULAR DEMOCRACY PRESIDENT JULIO CESAR TRUJILLO RESPONDED 
TO BAQUERO'S COMMENTS BY CHARGING THAT THE PROBLEM LIES 

IN BAQUERO'S REPUSAL TO ENPORCE THE SET'S RULE LIMITING 
EACH SPEAKER TO THREE MINUTES. HE SAID THAT THE SET 
ALLOWS SOME INDIVIDUALS TO TALK AT WILL AND THEN SHUTS OPF 
OTHERS. HE CALLED ON BAQUERO TO STRICTLY ENFORCE THE TIME 
LIMIT RULE IN ORDER TO EXPEDITE THE VOTE COUNT. 
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3. COMMENT: BAQUERO'S THREAT THAT THE SET WILL RESIGN 
CARRIES AN OMINOUS RING. HE MAY HAVE JUST BEEN VENTING 
ERUSTRATION AT THE UNCONTROLLED EVENTS OF SEPTEMBER 5, BUT 
HE MIGHT ALSO BE FURTHER SETTING THE STAGE EOR CANCELLATION 
OE THE EIRST ROUND ELECTIONS. THE VOTE COUNT DID PROCEED 
WITHOUT INCIDENT SEPTEMBER 6 WITH CONSIDERATION OF A 
NUMBER OE TABLES IN GUAYAQUIL'S POPULOUS EEBRES-CORDERO 
PARIS. PAST EXPERIENCE LEADS THE EMBASSY TO BELIEVE, 

HOWEVER, THAT THIS IS SIMPLY THE LULL BEFORE THE NEXT 
STORM AS RAUL CLEMENTE HUERTA SUPPORTERS IN COLLUSION 
WITH GOE AND SET OEEICIALS CONTINUE THEIR EFEORTS TO 
SABOTAGE THE RETORNO PROCESS. 

GONZALEZ 


CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ELECTION OBSERVATION TEAM 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 08 sep 1 978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978QUITO06249 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780366-0909 

Format: TEL 
From: QUITO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780988/aaaacutr.tel 

Line Count: 76 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: a7371054-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 QUITO 6185 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1503093 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SET RETURNS TO WORK BUT THREATENS TO RESIGN 
TAGS: PINT, EC, SUPREME ELECTORAL TRIBUNAL, SET 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/a7371 054-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



